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'FLORENCE G MILLS 

-o- 

Florence G, Balch was born November 28, 1851, 
the daughter of Luther and Sarah Balch, and resided 
in Kalamazoo all her life, 

Florence Balch was married to Alfred J, Mills 
June 30, 1874. She was the mother of four children: 
Mrs, Rose D, Evers; Mrs. Edmund W. Chase, Kalamazoo; 
Mrs, Benjamin G, Pyle of San Benito, Texas; and James 
A. Mills of Kalamazoo. There are six grandchildren: 
Frasier M. Cole, Charles M. Chase, Alfred W. Qhase, 
Howard Pyle and Joan Pyle, There is also one great 
grandchild, Sarah L, Chase, 

Mrs. Mills was founder of the Kalamazoo County 
Federation of Women's clubs now in its thirty-first 
year. She was a member of the Board of the Merrill 
Home for Old Ladies, a member of the Douglas Community 
Board and a member of the Bronson Hospital Board. 

She was founder of the Civic League in Kalamazoo and 
was a member of the Ladies Library Association for 
fifty years. She was a past president of the State 
Federation of Women's Clubs and an honorary member of 
the 20th Century Club. She served for some time on 
the Board of Education in Kalamazoo and belonged to 
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the war Mothers, 

Mrs. Mills was recognized as a prominent civic 
leader and was honored as such in the State of Mich¬ 
igan. She dedicated her life to the service of 
others and her greatest satisfaction ?/as in that ser¬ 
vice. She was a woman of unusual executive ability 
and her efforts in the development of women's organ¬ 
izations in Kalamazoo and throughout the State were 
keenly appreciated. On the occasion of her 81st 
birth-day the Ladies Library Association made her 
the guest of honor and paid tribute to her superior 
qualities of character and achievement. Dr. Smith 
Burnham voiced the general sentiment in the statement 
that Kalamazoo should be proud in having a citizen 
such as she. 

Mrs. Mills was a member of St. Lukes Protestant 
Episcopal Church. She died Saturday, February 23, 
1935. The funeral services were conducted by Arch¬ 
deacon L. R. Vercoe of Grand Rapids in the absence 
of the rector, Reverend A. Gorden Fowkes. 

Mrs. Burritt Hamilton of Battle Creek paid the 
following tribute to Mrs. Mills: 

"In the holograph, to which I have referred, 
Mrs. Mills, modestly, makes barest mention of her or¬ 
ganization work. She mentions the Ladies' Library 
Association - of which she was a member some fifty 
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years; the Civic League, the Antituberculosi s Society, 
the Community Club, the Old Ladies* Home, the '.l?ar 
Mothers, the League of Women Voters. At some time 
she had been president of all, save one, of these. 

So, too, she had been president of the Michigan State 
Federation of Women's Clubs and, through many years, 
had served upon some of its more important committees. 
Every living past-president of the State Federation 
stands ready to attest the outstanding value of Mrs, 
Mills' work in that organization, 

"The record in my possession makes mention 
of the fact that Mrs. Mills became president of the 
Women's Republican Club of Kalamazoo and attended 
three Republican State conventions as a delegate. 

The record fails to mention, however, her service as 
a member of the Board of Education. She was not 
attempting to write an autobiography. 

"In ray yard at home there is a maple tree 
which Mrs, Mills brought to me many years ago and 
which she planted with her own hands. Its generous 
shade gives rise to reflections. One recalls that 
leaders among Michigan women figuratively wore a 
path to Mrs. Mills' door. They sought her council, 
and always found it sound; they sought encouragement, 
never withheld. As a wife, mother, grandmother, 
civic worker, clubwoman, Mrs. Mills absorbed and ira- 
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parted to others whatever was kindest and finest and 
wisest. She was an intellectual godmother to count¬ 
less Michigan women. Memories of her fall across our 

lives like shafts of light. 

"Mrs. Mills planted gracious contacts and 
reaped enduring friendships. The hospitality of her 
great heart provided warmth and comfort for her 
friends; it encompassed them all. As she advanced 
in years, friendships seemed to become the sustaining 
element in her life. Some time before her passing, 

she wrote to me in these words - words perfectly 

reflecting her heart, her mind, her courageous, noble 
character: 

'"I am thanking you' (she said) "for a 
friendship that has been such a joy to me through so 

many lovely years. 

'They come, they linger with us and 
they go — The lovely years; 

Into our hearts we feel their beauty 
grow; Through them the meaning of 
our life we know. Its joys and fears 

- And nothing dies that ever was 

alive; All that endears and sancti¬ 
fies the human, must survive; Of 
God they are, and in his smile they 
thrive THE IMMORTAL YEARS 
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"On the fourth day after the two hundred 
third anniversary of Washington's birthday, the bell 
of St. Luke's tolled solemn notes, marking the passing 
of our beloved friend, Florence G-. Mills. Her term 
of service exceeded that of Washington by nearly two 
decades. She served to the end. 

"The centripital and centrifugal forces 
were so balanced in the character of Mrs- Mills that 
steady devotion to duty dignified her efforts and un¬ 
swerving loyalty ennobled her friendships. 

"Among my most treasured records there are 
memoirs in Mrs. Mills' own handwriting. These au¬ 
thentic documents testify, that Mrs, Mills was born 
in Rutland, Barry County, Michigan, November 88, 1851; 
that she was married in Porter, VanBuren County, Mich¬ 
igan, June 30, 1874 to Alfred J. Mills, later Circuit 
Judge; that her church was Episcopalian, her politics 
Republican. 

"It further appears from this autographic 
record that Mrs, Mills' favorite pastime was "readingi' 
Gardening v/as a diversion from which she reaped much 
joy. She particularly admired the work of the artist 
Turner and found strong appeal in the poems of Long¬ 
fellow. "The Day Is Done" was her favorite poem. 

•The day is done, and the darkness 
Falls from the wings of night, 
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As a feather is wafted downward 
From an eagle in his flight. 

f 

I see the lights of the village 

Gleam through the rain and mist, 

And a feeling of sadness comes o'er me 
That ray soul cannot resist. 

Come, read to me some poem. 

Some simple and heartfelt lay, 

That shall soothe this restless feeling 
And banish the thoughts of day. 

Such songs have power to quiet 
The restless pulse of care, 

And come like a benediction 
That follows after prayer. 

And the night shall be filled with music, 
And the cares that infest the day, 
Shall fold their tents like the Arabs, 

And as silently steal away,• 


(The foregoing was written in 1936) 
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CATHERINE L MINER 
1843 - 1936 

-o- 

Catherine LaGrange Rynearson was born near Leon¬ 
idas, St. Joseph County, Michigan, July 24, 1843, 
daughter of Abigail Roberts and Abraham Rynearson of 
Holland and Scotch descent, when she was yet a small 
child the family moved to a faimi near Leonidas and 
later to Mendon, Michigan, vfhere she attended school. 

October 31, 1861, Catherine L. Rynearson married 
Daniel Webster Miner, son of Hannah Harvey and William 
Miner, born in Leonidas, January 18, 1839. He attend¬ 
ed school in Mendon, Michigan. He was a wood worker 
and had a shop in Mendon called the Cart Shop. For 
a time he conducted a dry goods store in Mendon, 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs, Miner went to Kansas 
and after a few years returned to Mendon. He was very 
active as a member of the Odd Fellows and was an of¬ 
ficial in both state and local organizations and was 
an active Republican. The family attended the 
Congregational Church. Mr. Miner died June 16, 1908. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miner were the parents of four 
children; William S., born M^rch 28, 1866, married 
(1) Vina Wood, (2) Nellie Cummings, resides in Climax, 
















- 2 - 

Michlgan; Charles A., born August 19, 1868, married 
Minnie McCall, resides in Kalamazoo; Stella A., born 
February 18, 1878, married Benjamin J. Cooley, resides 
in Oakland, California; Ollie G,, married Bert W. 
Stratton, resides 1403 Douglas Avenue, Kalamazoo. 

Mrs. Miner was devoted to her home and was inter¬ 
ested in flowers and garden and was very fond of birda 
The family came to Kalamazoo in 1884, the year 
that Kalamazoo became a ‘city. Prior to coming to 
Kalamazoo the family had lived for a time at Pulton, 
Michigan. When they returned from Kansas until they 
moved to Pulton they resided at Mendon, 

Mr. Miner was a soldier in the Civil War. He 
enlisted as a private in Company K 19th Regiment 
Michigan Voluntary Infantry/ August 14, 1862, at 
Kalamazoo. His enllstm-ent was for three years and 
his age viras twenty-three. He was mustered in 
September 5, 1862, and discharged for disability 
at Cincinnati, Ohio, May 26, 1863. 

Mrs. Miner died August 31, 1936. The funeral 
was conducted by the Reverend William C. Perdew and 
burial was made in Riverside cemetery. 

Written November 4, 1936 
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WILLIAM LOYDE MINSHALL 
1916 - 1945 

-o- 

Staff Sergeant William Loyde Minshall, 

35965483, Company E, 60th Infantry, 9th Division, 
First Army under General Hodges, was killed in 
action in Western Germany, presumably by shrapnel, 
April 3, 1945. 

He was called into the armed service of the 
United States April 7, 1944, and received training 
at Gamp Fannin, Texas. While there he broke the 
record in sharp shooting and was given a 
complimentary dinner. In August 1944 he came home 
on a fifteen day furlough, after which he went to 
Fort Meade, Maryland, and was shipped overseas. 

He wrote home that at one time he was carrying 
bazookas and had two of them shot out of his hands. 
He was wounded in the ankle by shrapnel in December 
1944, was cared for on the field and continued in 
the fight. 

William was awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster and 
The Purple Heart Medal, which were sent to his 
mother. He was also promoted to Staff Sergeant 
and was transferred to a sniper group. 
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His body was buried in the United States 
Military Cemetery at Margraten, Holland, Plot UU, 

Row 6, Grave 139, located about ten miles west of 
Aachen, Germany, 

After he had entered the army he was granted 
citizenship papers. 

Birth and Education 

William Loyde Minshall was born in Thamesville, 
Ontario, Canada, October 1, 1916, son of William 
Minshall, who was born in Canada July 12, 1895, of 
English, Irish and Scotch ancestry, 

William's mother was Mabel Wygent Minshall, 
who was born in Van Buren county, Michigan, north 
of Paw Paw, October 22, 1898, of English, Dutch and 
Scotch descent, 

William had one full brother, Irwin Claude 
Minshall, who was born February 8, 1915, married 
Lucille Hubbard and they became the parents of 
Melvin LeRoy, born , and Norman Allen, 

born , They reside at this time, 

1946, in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 

William, who was generally called Loyde, was 
raised by his mother and his step-father. Max Henry 
Geer, who was born in Decatur, Michigan, August il, 
1903, of French, Scotch and Dutch ancestry. 

Mr, and Mrs, Max Henry Geer became the parents 
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of: 

Sarah Maxine, born Jiine 6, 1922, married 

Kerjieth Gleesing, who was born April 29, 
1926, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and they 
became the parents of 
Kenneth Lester, born , 

Clyde Max, born , 

Robert Lee, born , 

Diana June, born , and 

Arlene Jean, born i 

Mettie Marie, born June 1, 1924, married 
Russell Blair Areaux, who was born 
May 7, 1919, and they became the parents 
of 

Marvin LaVerne, born , 

Walter Max, born . and 

Lynford Ray, born ; and 

Violet Irene, born 

Loyde began his schooling in the Cherry Street 
School in Niles, Michigan, remaining for two years, 
after which the family moved to Bloomingdale and he 
went to school there for one and one-half years. 

The family then moved to Pine street in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and Loyde attended the Harding School. 

Then the family moved back to Niles, Michigan, and 
he attended the Eagle Street School. Moving again 
to Kalamazoo he entered the Roosevelt School and 
went through Junior High School, He also had one 
year of school in Paw Paw, Michigan, where he 
stayed with his grandmother. 

Leaving school he found employment selling 
celery on the streets of Kalamazoo for Mr. Ran ?/enke. 
He then entered Civilian Conservation Camp Moran 
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near Sault Ste, Marie, Michigan, and remained for 
three months, when he fell and broke his collar bone^ 
was honorably discharged and came home. He helped 
his father cut wood that winter and then worked for 
the Levine Waste Paper Company, Later he was 
employed by the Therminsul Corporation in Kalamazoo 
for three years. After that he worked for the 
Kalamazoo Paraffine Company in Kalamazoo until he 
was called into the armed service. 

Personal Characteristics 
Loyde was five feet eleven and three-fourths 
inches tall, medium in weight, well muscled but 
slender in build. He had brown hair and blue eyes. 

He was quite an athlete and liked all the 
games. ’iiltoile at Roosevelt School he was captain 
of the baseball and basketball teams. He liked 
to swim and hunt and dance. He studied the violin 
and played in the Roosevelt Jxonior High School 
orchestra. He also played in an orchestra in the 
Civilian Conservation Camp. He played the 
harmonica very well too. 

Loyde was of a lively disposition, affection¬ 
ately teased his sisters and mother and was devoted 
to his home and parents. 

His step-father was a hero to him and he tried 
to have his name changed to Geer when he entered 
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the army, but his application was too late as his 
papers had already been made out. 

He was fond of his grandfather Wait, who 
lives on Lake street in Kalamazoo, and he helped to 
care for another grandfather during his last illness. 

Loyde was a member of the Eagle lodge and 
when he was called into service the lodge gave him 
a life membership. 

At one time he was a member of the Salvation 
Army Sunday School, enjoyed the services and tried 
to live by what he was taught there and in his 
home. 

He was the soul of honor and integrity, 
honest in his dealings, generous to a fault, 
charitable toward others and quick to do a good 
turn to those in need. 

Excerpts From Letters 

Major General Russell B. Reynolds, Commanding 

United States Armj'', wrote: 

"I hope that the passing days will bring you 
comfort and a consoling pride that your son 
gave up his life to set men free. His name 
will be an honored one among all who were 
privileged to know him." 

Major General J. A. Ulio, The Adjutant General, 
wrote; 

"I sincerely regret that this message must 
carry so much sorrow into your home. My deepesi 
sympathy is extended to you in your 
bereavement." 
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Captain J, H. Cisel, Personnel Officer of the 

60th Infantry, wrote to Loyde's mother: 

"His final resting place will forever be 
hallowed ground, his memory ever an inspira¬ 
tion for those of us who remain to carry on 
the struggle for which he so nobly gave all. 

"The Commanding Officer expresses the earnest 
hope that you will be consoled by the knowledge 
that William died courageously, a credit to 
his Family, his Regiment, and his Country," 

Lewis H, Macomber, Secretary of the Kalamazoo 

Paraffine Company, wrote to Mrs. Geer: 

"We, the members of our organization and the 
employees who had worked with your son, feel 
his death very keenly. We had high hopes he 
would retiArn healthy and sound and would take 
up again where he left off on entering the 
service. Your son’s place had been saved for 
him in our postwar plans." 

Tender and fine and loving, this splendid 

young citizen of Kalamazoo and of his country went 

out to serve under the flag, longing, hoping, 

praying to return to his native land, but willing, 

if need be, to lay down his life that his loved 

ones might live in peace and freedom. He made his 

sacrifice and the people of Kalamazoo honor him 

for it. 
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PETER MOLHOEK 
1860 -1937 

-O’¬ 
Peter Molhoek was born at Texas Corners, 
Kalajrtiazoo County, Michigan, June 23, 1860, son of 
Jane De Back and Leonard Molhoek of Holland descent. 
He Was reared on a farm near Twin Lakes and attended 
school in Kalamazoo after the family moved into this 
city while he was yet a boy. 

His first business experience was with Phelps 
and Bigelow, for a short time, erecting wind mills. 

He then engaged in the sand and gravel business for 
about twenty-five years, after which he added the 
coal business. During the World War he sold out the 
coal business and went into the paving business. 

He also dealt in real estate for some time. 

Mr. Molhoek was a very active Republican and 
Was elected to the city council in 1905 from the 
fourth ward and served six years. Prior to his elec¬ 
tion to the council he was appointed street commis¬ 
sioner and served for one year, 

November 6, 1884, Mr. Molhoek married Jennie 
Sinon and they were the parents of a daughter, Ada„ 
who married Henry Newcastle of Kalamazoo and is the 
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mother of Mildred Sverdene, born October 1, 1911, 
and Phyllis Jane, born February 23, 1919, 

For fifty-one years Mr. Molhoek was a member of 
the Second Reformed Church and for about twenty 
years was a member of the consistory of that church 
and for the last ten years served as an elder. 

He was a very kindly man and was always helping 
others. He was devoted to his church and active 
in its work. 

Death came to Mr, Molhoek March 5, 1937, The 
funeral was conducted by the Reverend J, J. Burggraaf 
and the Reverend Abraham DeYoung and burial was in 
Riverside cemetery. 

Written March 12, 1937, 
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HAROLD EDWIN MONGRAW 
1921 - 1944 

-o- 

Mr, and Mrs. Clarence Mongraw, 216 John street 

Court, Kalamazoo, Michigan, received a letter 

dated 4 February 1946, signed by James Forrestal, 

The Secretary of the Navy of the United States, 

from which the following excerpts are taken; 

"Your son, Harold Edwin Mongraw, Aviation 
Radioman first class. United States Navy, 
has been carried on the official records of 
the Navy Department in the status of missing 
in action as of 12 June 1944, Your son's 
plane, attached to Torpedo Squadron ONE, took 
off from the USS YORKTOWN, to participate in 
an air strike against Orote Field, Guam, The 
Marianas. Your son's plane went down in 
flames after being hit by anti-aircraft fire 
which was heavier and more accurate than 
anticipated. To date, no further information 
has been received by the Navy Department 
concerning the fate of your son. 

". . . the death of your son is, for the 
purposes of termination of pay and allowances, 
settlement of accounts, and payment of death 
gratuities, presumed to have occurred as of 
19 January 1946." 

"... your son gave his life for his country, 
upholding the highest traditions of the Navy." 

Harold joined the United States Navy early in 

August 1941 and received his boot training at the 

Great Lakes Training Station and then went to 

Indianapolis, Indiana, to work in radio in the 
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Naval Armory, fhile he was on the way to 
Indianapolis war was declared against Japan. 

After attending radio school in Indianapolis Harold 
was transferred to Norfolk, Virginia, and went from 
there to Alemeda Air Station in California. There 
he joined a group and they were soon shipped out 
to the South Pacific, to the New Hebrides. He 
volunteered to go with the marines to the relief of 
the men on Guadalcanal on the Solomon Islands and 
was there from August 15, 1942, until well on into 
1943, when he was sent back to the New Hebrides, 

In March 1943 he was sent back to the United 
States and was home in Kalamazoo, Michigan, for 
two weeks in April, after which he returned to the 
Alemeda Air Station in California, 

On July 29, 1943, he again left the United 
States for the Hawaiian Islands with the VTI 
squadron, the group with which he remained until 
his death. 

They were based on different islands. Harold 
suffered somewhat from malaria and finally had to 
be hospitalized. He served as a radio-gunner and 
his serial number was 3117879 and was awarded a 
Presidential Citation for outstanding gallantry 
under fire. The following is a copy of the 
Presidential Citation of the First Marine Division, 
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Reinforced, with which Harold fought; 

"The officers and enlisted men of the First 
Marine Division, Reinforced, on August 7 to 9, 
1942, demonstrated outstanding gallantry and 
determination in successfully executing forced 
landing assaults against a number of strongly 
defended Japanese positions on Tulagi, Gavatu, 
Tanambogo, Florida and Guadalcanal, British 
Solomon Islands, completely routing all the 
enemy forces and seizing a most valuable base 
and airfield within the enemy zone of operations 
in the South Pacific Ocean. From the above 
period until 9 December, 1942, this Reinforced 
Division not only held their important 
strategic positions despite determined and 
repeated Japanese naval, air and land attacks, 
but by a series of offensive operations against 
strong enemy resistance drove the Japanese 
from the proximity of the airfield and inflicted 
great losses on them by land and air attacks. 

The courage and determination displayed in 
these operations were of an inspiring order." 

The following is a copy of a personal 

commendation of Harold Edwin Mongraw in a Citation 

signed by James Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy: 

"For distinguishing himself by meritorious 
achievement while participating in an aerial 
flight as radioman in a carrier-based torpedo 
plane assigned to attack an enemy airfield in 
the vicinity of the Marianas Islands on 12 June 
1944, In spite of intense and accurate anti¬ 
aircraft fire which struck and seriously 
damaged his plans, MONGRAW successfully strafed 
buildings and aircraft repair shops, starting 
several fires in the target area. His skill 
and determination were of material assistance 
to his pilot in pressing home the daring attack. 
MONGRAW*S courageous devotion to duty in this 
engagement was in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

A letter in the possession of Harold's parents 

describes vividly the experience of one of the 

pilots in the attack on Guam. The following is an 
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excerpt: 

"On the first strike at Guam Lieutenant 
Merrell set an example of courage and skill 
for those undaunted pilots, which was to be 
an inspiration for them in their following 
attacks. In the face of a terrific barrage 
of continuous A/A fire, and although his 
plane was hit and set on fire, he never 
wavered but successfully and skilfxilly 
completed his attack destroying important 
repair shops and buildings. After he dropped 
his bombs his plane was burning like a comet, 
and "Norm" was trying desperately to keep it 
under control. He failed to rendezvous after 
the attack," Lt. Merrell was Harold's pilot. 

Harold kept a diary and the following are a 

few excerpts taken from it: 

Sept. 3, 1942; "I am on the Navy transport the 
U.S.S. Fomahaut. Everyone is on the alert. 
Very dangerous waters. Eating very good. 

Also having ice cream and cokes," 

Sept. 4; "Should reach the Solomons tomorrow. 
Everyone tense. General quarters from 3 in 
the morning on," 

Sept, 13: "Don't feel well, had a high fever, 
109 degrees to be exact. Went to hospital. 
Raid at noon, we got 14 bombers and 2 Zeros, 

, . . Awakened at 11 by shell fire. They were 
very, very close. You couldn't move. Just 
wait and trust the Lord. I rolled off the 
stretcher just a second before shrapnel tore 
my cot to pieces. . , Finally got to our hole 
during a lull in the firing. . . We got out of 
our holes at 6 in the morning, tired, muddy, 
and very sick, and nervous," 

Birth and Education 

Harold Edwin Mongraw was born in Drumheller, 
Alberta, Canada, March 3, 1921, son of Clarence 
Mongraw, who was bom in Canada December 6, 1894, 
and his wife, Henrietta Hodgeveem Mongraw, who was 
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born in the Netherlands December 3, 1894, 

Henrietta Hodgeveem migrated to Saskatchewan, 
Northwest Canada, in 1913, and lived there for some 
years. It was there that she met Clarence Mongraw 
and they were married March 84, 1980, in the Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
While residing in Alberta they also became the 
parents of Frank, who was born in Drumheller July 
89, 1988, and is serving since 1940 in a six years 
term in the Naval Air Force, 

The family moved from Alberta to Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, in June 1983, and have resided nearly all 
the time at 816 John Street Court, where they live 
at the present time in 1946, 

Harold first attended the McKinley School in 
Kalamazoo through the sixth grade and then went to 
the Vine Street Junior High School, He was 
graduated from Central High School in 1939, 

He then attended the Kalamazoo College of 
Radio Science on South street, which was owned and 
operated by a Navy man, Kenneth Buck, who also gave 
his life in service, 

Harold’s brother Frank joined the Navy and was 
stationed for a time at Jacksonville, Florida, 
where he was visited by his parents and Harold, 
After they returned to Kalamazoo Harold worked for 
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Grinnell Brothers and then joined the Navy, 

Personal Characteristics 
Harold was five feet nine inches tall, was 
slightly built and had brown hair and blue eyes. 

He enjoyed basket ball and base ball and 
played on Church teams and neighborhood teams. As 
a lad he and other younger boys organized the 
"Upjohn Midgets" and boasted they "could lick any 
team," 

While in High School, he was at one time 
manager of the Central foot ball team. He was too 
light to make the team as a player. He liked all 
the athletic sports, especially swimming and dancing. 
He also liked to read. 

His life was an open book. His manner was 
pleasing, his face attractive, his outlook was 
optimistic. He belonged to the Presbyterian Church. 

He made friends easily, was an expert in 
comradeship, liked his teachers, loved his home and 
was devoted to his family, 

Harold Edwin Mongraw gave his life to preserve 
freedom for us and extend it to others. The 
people of Kalamazoo are grateful and will cherish 
his memory. 

The words of the following lines are appropriate: 

"You died - to make it safe for us to live. 

And we salute you with a silent prayer today," 
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After the foregoing was written a letter was 

received by Mr, and Mrs. Mongraw from the Navy 

Department Bureau of Naval Parsonnel from which 

the following is copied; 

"The Bureau has the honor to inform you of 
the Award of the Purple Heart and certificate 
to your late son, Harold Edwin Mongraw, 

Aviation Radioman First Class, United States 

Navy, 

, in accordance with General Order 186 of 
January 21, 1943 which reads in part as 
follows; 

•The Secretary of the Navy is further 
authorized and directed to award the Purple 
Heart posthumously, in the name of the 
President of the United States, to any 
persons who, while serving in any capacity 
with the Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard 
of the United States, since December 6, 1941, 
are killed in action or who die as a direct 
result of wounds received in action with 
an enemy of the United States, or as a 
result of an act of such enemy,' 

"The medal is being forwarded under separate 
cover. Please acknowledge receipt on the 
enclosed form," 
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CORNELIUS J MONNINGH 
1873 - 1938 

-o- 

Cornelius J. Monningh was born in Grand Haven, 
Michigan, May 4, 1873, son of Grace Solhaus and 
Peter Monningh of Holland descent* He was reared 
and attended school in Grand Haven until he was 
seven years of age when the family moved to Chicago, 
Illinois, where he resided and attended school until 
he was fourteen years of age. The family then 
moved to Kalamazoo and Cornelius attended the 
parochial school of the First Reformed Church. 

For about two years he worked for a son of the 
Reverend James T. Robe, who was engaged in the dairy 
business. From about 1890 to 1917, Mr, Monningh 
was employed by the Coleman Drug Company, After 
tv/enty-seven years with this company, he went into 
the drug business on his own account in 1917 in a 
building known as the Peck Building on East Michigan 
avenue and continued in business for about ten years, 
or, iintil 1987, when he sold out and spent several 
years travelling about the country visiting in 
California, Louisiana, and other places of interest. 

In 1932, Mr. Monningh opened a drug store at 



H D K I W M 0 'M t> g U 1 J S t! a 0 C 
' 6 S Q i - £V8X 

til* ot rfgnliiaoM .t '«i-Ivn*^ov 

uaft 50‘-itO io naa ,?T8I ,4- \o:^ 

saw #H .^n?o«s•f> lo 

e.'iof »xl lUrru GevBli ima’ih ni Looa&h ■ on» 

^o^nnyJi'^J oi bs-trr.n fi»r’w aj.p a'lss-tf. fT-svai: 

Xiiof/ Xoorioa b»bnj*-iy b.-ia fesblsss*! cci ,siofti.{fl 

rteiiv ®ilT .65>3 lo a"iis»v casX'^iOG'i «:.•* i?r' 

9flX bdbfJsXXa e0iI»n*i5O- b'ta dosss'/^T? ■ ‘•vorj 
fc&«*iolBa Jeti'? 9f(X lo XoaflDe /eMi50T>>q 
9iXj '?o nfift « lol b^^^o^s arl eiaai^ o¥fj Saoda ^q"^ 

X."£/ab ariX tfl saw ^ado® .f sifmi?'L 

d’^ininno!^- .nM ,VXeX 6X C?8i .ttfoda mo'is * r Jfeifd: 
'tsdlrtL .vrtaqfjjow 3 fj ?G ftfia:?*Iow srfX vd t*a''^oXqa:s? 
oJfii Xf£©» 9ii ,vat’qfaoG aidX riliw fie-'j’ss-xXr.awj 

ii ni rti .t,:^'oopa wo sld ao eesai?;i--d ga-jf;, .mi 

fia*;doiSi ieeS no nftiblii;cv j^og*^ arii}' sa nt'S'c.a^i a«XbIit(d 
,s'-:.-'»\C f;9i iuods Tol ai feei/nlinco 

I.itstfge jnsqs fcn« iao bloa »ri Ci&iitr XiimF ,-»o 

ni sniiiai^ '^i/xuoo atii iwods sniXievsii 
.inooainl lo s^'oelq “ssdio fcns ^iina.■ 2 iwcJ talmOiiieC* 
n i e'lcie s^rTb i fcsnaqo dgninnoX- . nl 























2 

1317 South Ifestnedge avenue, Kalamazoo, and continued 
in business in that location until his death, 

Mr. Monningh worked out many formulas of value 
in the drug business and was widely and favorably 
known in his profession. He was a member of the 
Modern f/oodmen of America and was a member of the 
First Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, but would some¬ 
times attend the First Methodist Episcopal Church 
with his wife who belonged to that church. 

Mr. Monningh was a great student and reader and 
gave much study to his Bible. He was very much 
interested in the Home for the Aged in Kalamazoo 
and helped to support it financially. He loved his 
home, was fond of flowers and was a great lover of 
Nature and would take long hikes through the woods in 
order to get close to her, 

October 19, 1904, Cornelius J. Monningh was 
united in marriage with Nellie Coney, daughter of 
Isabelle Smith and Fletcher Coney. They were the 
parents of Helen Wilhelmina, who married Martin 
Gulser and resides in Chicago, and Cornelius Maxwell 
Monningh, who married Blanche Stebbins and resides 
in Kalamazoo, 

Death came to^Mr. Monningh by a bullet from the 
gun of a bandit who entered his store ’/Wednesday 
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evening, July 20, 1938, just before closing time. 

He was rushed to Bronson Hospital and passed away at 
12:55 Thursday morning, July 21, 1938, 

The funeral service was conducted by the 
Reverend William C, Perdew, pastor of the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, assisted by the Reverend 
Claudius E. Jensen, pastor of the Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Kalamazoo, Burial was in the cemetery 
at Allegan, Michigan, 

Written November 5, 1938, 


























JAMES MONROE 
1818 - 1899 

James Monroe v;as born Christmas day, 1818, in 
Monroe County, N. Y«, and would therefore have been 
81 years of age his next Christmas. In 1883 he 
moved to Kalamazoo from South Haven and purchased 
the property which had since been his residence. Mr. 
Monroe’s father was an old revolutionary soldier and 
lived to be 90 years of age. The Monroe family 
originated from three traditional brothers who came 
in an early day from Scotland. The grandfather of 
James Monroe was a soldier in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. The grandson learned the trade of molder and 
furnace maker at Roanoke, Genesee County, N. Y., and 
worked as a Journeyman for some years. In 1837 he 
came to Michigan and engaged in a foundry at Jackson 
until 1846, when he built a machine shop and foundry 
at Albion and carried on the business until 1867. 

The business grew to large propoi’tions and Included 
the manufacture of farming implements of all kinds, 
threshing machines, etc. 

In 1867 Mr. Monroe sold out and removed to 
South Haven and engaged in the manufacture of lumber, 
where he built a mill and ran it until 1874. On his 
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removal to Kalamazoo he engaged in the same business, 
handling all kinds of hardwood finishings. At times 
Mr. Monroe had thirty portable mills at work at one 
time. 

In 1850 James Monroe was elected sheriff of 
Galhoun Comty by the Whigs and held that office for 
two years. He was present at the gathering "under 
the oaks" at Jackson in 1854, v/hen the Republican 
party was organized. He was elected as a represent¬ 
ative of the Albion district to the legislature in 
1857-59, serving three sessions, one being an extra. 
He gave his attention mainly to local legislation to 
secure land grants made in 1856-57 to the Amboy, 
Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad, Flint and Here 
Marquette and G. R. and I. railroad. A company was 
formed to secure the franchise of the former railway 
and he was active and successful in securing the 
grant. Mr. Monroe was one of the company that 
graded the railway from Owosso to Lansing and from 
Jonesvllle to Eaton Rapids. In 1861 at the out¬ 
break of the war of the rebellion he was appointed 
provost marshal at Albion by President Lincoln, but 
after some months resigned. Mr. Monroe was appoint¬ 
ed by President Arthur to the position of United 
States marshal for the western district of Michigan 
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with office at Grand Rapids, filling the nnexpired 
term from which death called John Parker of this 
city. Mr. Monroe held this office until March 1, 
1885, discharging the duties until his resignation 
four days before Cleveland was inaugurated, but 
holding the position until November before his suc¬ 
cessor was appointed. 

Mr. Monroe held federal office with honor, was 
honored by his former county with office, and in his 
declining years was elected by the franchise of the 
people of his city to the highest municipal office, 
that of the mayoralty, which he held in 1896-1897. 

He was made incumbent of the Kalamazoo post office 
under Harrison’s administration and again received 
the appointment under President McKinley. In 1866 
he was postmaster of Marshall. He had been a man 
of large business Interests and activity and as 
years Increased and as the infirmities of age crept 
on almost unaware, still held the reins of leader¬ 
ship. 

Mr. Monroe was a great leader of his party in 
Michigan, especially in the south-western portion 
of the state. His closest and dearest friend was 
Senator Julius Caesar Burrov/s, for Mr. Monroe had 
more than a political interest in Mr. Burrows and 
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spoke of him as "my hoy". When a resident of South 
Haven he first saw the political possibilities of 
Senator Burrov/s* and at that time took up Mr. 
Burrows’ cause. Mr. Monroe v/as always a leader in 
the politics of the old fourth congressional dis¬ 
trict and particularly in Van Buren County did his 
dict\am have great weight. Mr. Monroe lived beyond 
the alloted time of man and saw his ambition real¬ 
ized and Julius 0. Burrows in the United States 
Senate. Mr. Monroe had always been a liberal con¬ 
tributor to politics and he spent a small fortune 
for the cause of Republicanism. Many who wished to 
shy their castor into the political ring have been 
benefltted by his advise, the result of years of 
campaign management. He was the manager of Francis 
B. Stockbridge in his candidacy for the United 
States Senate, from the second term of which the 
latter was called by death. Mr. Monroe was also 
greatly interested in the election and re-election 
to Congress of Hon. E. L. Hamilton of Niles. 

Mr. Monroe had always been in sympathy with 
the laboring man, he having been for 32 years a 
molder or foundryman. It is said of him that he 
was "of the people and for the people". Mr. Monroe 
was a social man and his hospitable home has been 
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the scene of political and public receptions both 
in Kalamazoo and in South Haven, and there was noth- 
ing he liked better than to entertain his gentlemen 
friends at dinner. His home was the rendezvous of 
the politicians of the state during every campaign 
year. A man of no airs, plain spoken and kind, he 
made all feel at home under his roof. His social 
nature found pleasure also as a member of the 
Cosmopolitan club, not now in existence. He was 
especially fond of young life and little children, 
even those not endeared by ties of blood were dear 
to this kindly old man. He could not pass a child 
on the street without speaking to it. Music and 
flowers had their place in his affection. The 
former was of the simple, melodious kind and the 
Moody and Sankey hymns were the ones he would re¬ 
quest. He loved to see the flowers grow and watch¬ 
ed their progress, only wishing they would gro\v 
"faster”. Simple in his tastes, a pretty picture 
would appeal to him and arrest his attention. He 
was fond of pets - and in these ways James Monroe 
kept close to nature and to children. 

Tall, of spare build, v/ith snow white hair, 
kindly blue eyes, possessing a smile which always 
ended in a kindly chuckle, v/ith stooped shoulders - 
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such is the pen picture of James Monroe or "Uncle 
Jim," as he was called by many who were not of kith 
or kin. He knew no differences of nationality, 
color or of social station. He liked the old and he 
liked the young. He was indeed everybody’s friend, 
a man never too busy to stop on the sti’eet for a 
chat as he passed along with an armful of papers to 
read. 

Mr. Monroe was married at Jackson in November, 
1843, to Miss Harriet Valentine, who died in October, 
1894. Those who survive are three daughters, Mrs. 

J. H. McCall, Mrs. M. S. Hovey of Chicago, Mrs. 

ofi-Sh-i-c-ago,.; and the two grandchildren. Dr. 
James McCall and Master Monroe Wolfe, of Chicago, 
both of \';hom were named for their grandfather. Mr. 
Monroe lost his oldest child and only son, Cassius 
Clay at 2^ years of age. Helen Catherine, a daughter 
aged 16 years died at South Haven, and Herbert Strew 
McCall, oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McCall and 
Mr. Monroe’s first grandchild, was drov/ned in South 
Haven at the age of 10 years. This child was one 
of the great loves of his heart and although the 
years vanished v/ith the flight of time the grief 
remained. 

Other relatives were a brother, Leonard Monroe 
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of Albion; Guy Monroe of Bellevue, a nephew; Mrs. 
Sarah Hewlett, Albion, a niece; and J. R. Towle of 
V/oodlawn, Chicago, a nephew. 

James Monroe passed away Sunday evening at 
10:35 after an illness of a few days at his home, 

115 West Lovell Street, July 16, 1899. 

Mr. Monroe attended a meeting of the board of 
directors of the City National bank of which he was 
a member, and on returning home he complained of a 
pain in his head. He was mconscious most of the 
time during his illness although he seemed to recog¬ 
nize members of his fam-ily during intervals. Mr. 
Monroe had not been well in six months, as there 
seemed to be a general breaking dovm, and during 
his last tv/o months suffered much from headache. 

The fimeral services v/ere held at the home 
on West Lovell Street, conducted by the Rev. John 
Gray, D. D., after which the remains were taken to 
Albion where the Rev. W. Jaquess of the Presbyterian 
Church of that city officiated and the body was laid 
to rest in a very elegant granite vault at Riverside 
Cemetery, a legacy of Dr. Stephen Monroe of Albion. 

In the death of Mr. Monroe, Kalamazoo and 
Michigan lost a man of wide reputation and influence, 
of importance in state affairs and of prominence in 
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national politics. He had been a member of the 
state house of representatives, had been mayor, 
sheriff. United States marshall, had been twice 
postmaster, and had held other noteworthy offices in 
commercial and political life of a nature that had 
made his name familiar and respected by a much more 
than local circle of friends and acquaintances. 

"Senator Julius G. Burrows paid the following 
tribute to his friend Mr. Monroe: "It v/as my good 
fortune, and I count it an inestimable privilege, 
to have formed the personal acquaintance of Mr. 
Monroe, familiarly called ’Uncle James,' soon after 
the close of the civil war, and from that time until 
the hour of his death, extending over a period of 
over 30 years, he was my close personal and political 
friend - a friendship which knev/ no 'variableness 
or shadow of tui-ning.' It is no disparagement for 
the fidelity of others to say that to him, more than 
to any one man, I am indebted for whatever of pol¬ 
itical preferment and success has come to me during 
more than a quarter of a century of my public life. 

In prosperity and adversity, in victory and defeat, 
he v/as the same unswerving, devoted friend. It may 
be true that we might not always be agreed, yet no 
disappointment, hov/ever keen, ever shook his con- 
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fidence or dampened his ardor. He was always the 
same, wise counsellor and devoted friend. It is a 
source of profound gratification in this hour of 
bereavement that in the closing days of his life it 
was within my power to confer upon him an official 
favor, which gave him the assurance of my high 
appreciation of his friendship, and sv/eetened the 
memory of his declining years.- 

"His death is a blow from which his friends 
will not soon recover and is a loss to the city and 
state which cannot be readily repaired. The 
amiable qualities of head and heart \yhich drew men 
to him are v/ell known and will be long cherished 
and remembered by those who enjoyed his confidence 
and friendship. Tractable as a child, tender and 
loving as a woman, he yet possessed all those rug¬ 
ged virtues which marked him as a man and made him 
a controlling force in every community where he 
resided. Free from all taint of personal or offi¬ 
cial corruption, he discharged every duty in life 
with imswervlng fidelity and laid down its burdens 
at the journey’s end of four score years in compos¬ 
ure and peace, leaving to his friends the sweet 
memories of a life well spent. Let us keep his 
memory forever green." 

_ (The above was written In 1956) _ 
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I ULYSSES LINCOLN MONTG O^E R Ti’ 

1865 - 1941 

-o- 

I was born in Bethany, Illinois, July 22, 1865, 

I am the seventh child of the Reverend George Wash- 
jington Montgomery and Sarah Ann Rankin Montgomery, 

i 

I My father was born in Blount county, Tennessee, 

July 7, 1824. My mother was born July 22, 1832, 

They were united in marriage by the Reverend William 
Brown, a Cumberland Presbyterian preacher, October 
118, 1851, and to them were born twelve children, 

^seven sons and five daughters. Of the seven sons, 

i 

1 

I there was one physician, two lawyers and four Pres- 

i 

jbyterian ministers. Of the five sisters, one mar¬ 
ried a farmer, one married a teacher, one married a 
newspaper man, one never married and one died in 
inf gincy. 

According to family records and contemporary 
histories, my great grandfather, Thomas Montgomery, 
was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, in 1748. In his 
early childhood his parents moved to Ireland. In 
1768 or 1769 he and four brothers came with other 
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Scotoh-Irish immigrants to America, landed at New¬ 
castle, Delaware and later, he migrated to the 
western part of York county, Pennsylvania, which 
locality, since 1800, is within the area of Adams 
couinty, erected that year. Later he migrated 
with his family, to Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
Before coming to America, he was married to Mary 
Patton, February 5, 1758, He was a Revolutionary 
soldier and served under Oolonel David Williamson, 
After the Revolution, Thomas Montgomery and his 
family moved into that part of North Carolina which 
later became Eastern Tennessee, This family is 
on the records of the "Baker's Creek Presbyterian 
Church" near Knoxville, Tennessee, and is dated 
1817, 

My grandfather, Samuel Montgomery, was married 
to Nancy Jones, daughter of Colonel Richard *^ones, 
August 20, 1807, The officiating minister was the 
Reverend Samuel Doak, a Presbyterian and the 
foxinder of Doak College in East Tennessee, He 
served as a private under Captain James Gillespie 
and after he had served two terras was honorably 
discharged. In the year 1831 or 1832 he moved to 
Carroll county, Tennessee, and in 1851, he moved 


1 . 


















Jd jbscns*! jSCi'Tsfc* da 


e'dtr oJ' r sJ sJts 

Im Sid 

J B X 

fcfii'. ; 

^ ^5 ;:.:7i'-X X T- xa 

,e ■■■ ■;'■ 

rfrsii-^ -^’ , - in ii, i. V :-■ 


v^rtiJoD 

r-iioi 

lo Ixs;- 


amalv, lo od'is ad 

j r-ir^* 

i: e I 

IOO 8 X 

60rii:J , 


f Flax'S xjK ©d 

'xels^ 


. j adS 

t •' ‘} ■■T ■?>'■> '■• 

« ‘•'. ■' ‘ • ■ ■ 


& jV,.'rr;.}0r noi'gnir'sftW o* - It;-; i riyiv. 

Od" bdi's'ien; H’.iv f*r. ^nOi‘ie..r'- o ■ '^.-i-nioo 

o vnH s ?.b« er. .ScVI \"'5uiJ~;'S 't ^:toJS^}H 
.rsoRHii 1 ;.M‘iVi Mv&Q lencIoO ?>«vida t&'r-^oa 

air; bna ^^ -.oi^Xfi'ov*^ 

snIIo'idC riJ'^ioK ■- iariJ o^ni bavosn vlin.al 

si vXlmal aiX'r . .r-aeitna 1 n''.».<'sa3 aa^iTae-' 

• rtaine-.^YdstsT''; j;'3eYi': 3 ‘-i&X-tu” ?r-X lo «r::.;' ?>.6 

&8cafc B.l br'si ^af'j'-TninficT taliivxoitX ‘'fxo'^*^-nX 

♦ - 

ti? j-T-iaS: SJC# ,'..-.loaio^ c X'-iT'C-;:; V- 

,flfe'T*.!•,;■ 1:-'1 Isaoi'-0 lo nso'.lU-al? ' 

©ril asw 'isleinlas u. . ibc: erf? ,J'; .. ^ 

&ii* b.-i's C'dl'ielv.'fs.j''. i s 5.3lao2 X6Wi»ac. t.'xs'ia 

. *es380nneT isci rri •Sa-vCI-oC :.ac>2 io 'xs-Xj.-vjoI 
9 .-:qT. litO aamsL nlt-^qsO '^&dna b sb bevnee 

•'^^^fa^oo‘o“. saw six’iel c--r».:' ijad ^r. Tal'ixi. Lsii 

o& i 59 v.:;;n ?o8’ 'to 'les''^ ©nl r;I .xTirliai£> 


f>»voai Bs! 










to Dade county, Missouri, and died there July 26, 
1856. 

My father, the Reverend George Washington 
Montgomery, was living in Dade county, Missoiori, 
teaching school and preaching when the Civil War 
broke out. This was the very heart of the border 
warfare, and although he was born and reared in 
the South, he was bitterly opposed to secession. 

He did not believe that slavery was right and he 
knew that secession was wrong. My father was 
suffered to perform his kindly offices only upon 
condition that the Confederate flag should be 
permitted to float over his cabin, and he was finally 
ordered to become a recruiting officer for the 
Confederate army. Both my father and mother re¬ 
fused to do this and they moved into Illinois, 
where they reared and educated their children. 

They lived most of the time at Oakland in Coles 
county, but finally in Charleston in the same 
county. My father and mother and their oldest son, 
Dr. John Theodore, are buried in Mound cemetery 
at Charleston, Illinois. 

I was graduated from Franklin College, 

Franklin, Indiana, in the class of 1892, and from 
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SS'estern Theological Seminary in the class of 1897* 

The latter is located in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, 
now Pittsburgh. I was married November 10, 1892, 
to Miss Carrie E, Wiese, at Cumberland, Indiana, 

She died March 15, 1900, I have two children: 

Emma Devona, born January 10, 1895, married 
E. C. Weaver June 20, 1920 - he 
has been a member of the faculty 
of W.S.T.C. since his graduation 
in 1920; 

Carrie Wiese, born April 30, 1892, married 

Fred M, Thrun, December 27, 1920, 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. They 
live at River Rouge, Michigan. 

He is a lawyer and works for the 
government and she is legal ad¬ 
visor for Dr, Eugene Elliott, 
with her office at Lansing, Mich, 
They have two sons and a daughter, 

I was married to Miss Hattie Elizabeth Sloan 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, December 21, 1904, by the 
Reverend David Heron, pastor of the Seventh Presby¬ 
terian Church of that city,. 

My father's rule for his sons was to let them 
go on their own after they had reached their eight¬ 
eenth year and I entered college at Endfield, Illi¬ 
nois, to prepare myself to teach school. I taught 
school two winter terms and in the spring of 1885 
I entered Franklin College and preached all the 
time I was there - at Shiloh, Oroveland and New 
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j Winchester, Indiana, 

In 1892, I became pastor of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church at Charleroi, Pennsylvania, and 
entered the Western Seminary, After two years I 
joined the Presbyterian Church and served as pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian churches at Dawson and 
Tyrone, Pennsylvania, After my graduation from 
the seminary I was called to the pastorate at 
Portersvilie, Pennsylvania. About three years 
later I was called to Thorntown, Indiana. From 
there I went to LaGrange, Indiana, and in 1907 
I became pastor of the North Presbyterian Church, 
Kalamazoo, liichigan. In December 1916, I became 
pastor of the Washington Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Saginaw, Michigan. This pastorate ended 
December 9, 1934, when I retired, having preached 
fifty-one years. I am now, 1939, living in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, 

Death came to Mr, Montgomery December 28, -1941, 
Funeral services were conducted in Kalamazoo by the 
Reverend Paul Silas Heath, D. D., pastor of the First 
i Presbyterian Church, assisted by the Reverend Charles 
Johnson, The burial was at Saginaw, Michigan, and 
the Reverend failiam H. Fisher, D, D,, pastor of the 
] Pt-esbyt erlm C of Saginaw of f lclat^d t±Lflr.a^. 
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THE MONTAGUES 
AND THEIR NAME 
-o- 

The surname Montague . as the family which bears 
it, is of ancient origin. From a consideration of 
certain of the forms the name has assumed in the 
course of history, it appears likely that it derived 
originally from the Latin de monte acuto . meaning 
"of or from a pointed mountain or mountain-peak." 

Some of the more common variants of the name in 
old records are the following: De Monte Acuto, 
Monteacuto, Montagute, De Montacute, Montaigu, 
Montagu, Mountagu. 

There ere records which lead some historians 
to trace the family's ultimate origin back over a 
thousand years. However, most authorities are 
content to begin with the founder of the English 
family of the name, one Drago de Montacuto. His 
name and arms appear in the Roll of Battle Abbey, 
a list of the Normans who accompanied William the 
Conqueror to England in 1066. It is supposed that 
for his services he received grants of land in 
Somerset, but the first direct evidence of a 
Montague possessing lands in England is in the reign 
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of Henry III, when John de Montacuto, descendant of 
Drago, Is known to have made a gift of the lordship 
of Harrington (Northamptonshire) to the Knights 
Hospitalers of St. John of Jerusalem. 

Another descendant of Drago, Simon, was created 
first Baron de Montacute and, in 1300, was sumnioned 
to Parliament. During the fourteenth century the 
most conspicuous of the line was Lord William de 
Montacute, grandson of Simon. He was an adherent 
and personal friend of Edward III; and for saving 
the King from a serious plot he was, in 1337, 
created first Earl of Salisbury. By grant of the 
same Edward he obtained the Castle of Wark, in 
Northumberland. 

In 1539 the Earls of Salisbury, who represented 
the elder branch of the family, became extinct. 

After this the junior branch became prominent. The 
founder of this line was Sir Edward Montagu, born 
about 1500. He is believed to have been lineally 
descended from the Plantagenets; and from him 
descended those lines of Montague which included the 
earldom and dukedom of Montagu and of Manchester, the 
viscounty of Hinehinbroke, the earldom of Sandwich, 
the barony and earldom of Halifax, end yet other 
important titles. 
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Sir Edward Montague, the second Earl of Man¬ 
chester, was speaker of the House of Lords. Sir 
Charles Montague, Earl of Halifax, was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Prime Minister. 

In 1554 Queen Mary created Sir Anthony Browne 
first Viscoimt Montague. (His grandmother, Lady 
Lucy, had been the daughter of the Marquis Montacuta) 
Sir Anthony entertained at Cowdray, his family seat, 
both Edward VI and Queen Elizabeth. It may be 
interesting to note his amorial bearings, which are 
described as follows: 

Arms . - "Sable, three lions passant in bond 
between four cotisses argent." 

Supporters. - "Two lynxes argent, ducally 
collared, chained, and armed or," 

Crest . - "On a wreath an eagle displayed vert, 
beaked and merabered gules," 

Motto . - " Suvvez Rays on ." 

One of the great governing families of England 
- members of which have held every degree of peerage 
from baron to duke and have been connected with 
royalty - the Montagues have also distinguished 
themselves in America, 

According to extant records the first of the 
family in New England was Richard Montague. He 
came from Boveney, in Buckinghamshire, England; and 
he married Abigail, daughter of the Reverend Dr. 
Downing of Norwich, 1634 is regarded as the year 
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of sailing, but the next mention of them is not until 
1646, when they removed to Boston from Wells, Me. 

In 1651, with their two daughters, they came to 
Wethersfield, Conn,; and still later they were 
numbered among the first settlers of Hadley, in the 
same state. Altogether they had five children: Mary, 
Martha, Peter, Abigail, and John. 

The immigrant Richard had a brother, Peter, who 
came to iiraerica at about the same time or even 
earlier. According to some accounts Peter Montague 
arrived with Sir Francis Wyatt in 16S1, It is known 
that he settled in Virginia, becoming an extensive 
land-owner and planter. His holdings lay in several 
counties, chiefly along the Rappahannock River, 

It is stated by some experts that these two 
brothers, Richard and Peter, are descended from the 
extinct line of the Earls of Salisbury. 

The descendants of these and other "first 
settlers" of the name of Montague have become 
numerous and widely scattered throughout the United 
States. Of the early Montagues it has been said 
that they showed"great caution in forming opinions, 
and great firmness in maintaining them when formed". 
The records of the American Revolution indicate that 
members of this family took a leading part in the 
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Colonies' fight for liberty. 

Typical of the many Montagues who have been 
leaders in American affairs is Andrew Jackson 
Montague, who became Governor of Virginia and a 
member of Congress. 

In the old annals of the family these Christian 
names recur most frequently: Charles, Elizabeth, 
George, Harriet, James, Lucy, Richard, William, 

The Boveney family in England (to which Richard 
and Peter the immigrants belonged) use the arras of 
the Sir Simon Montague who flourished about 1300 A.U,! 
but with the addition of three ogresses. They are: 
"Argent, three fusils in fess gules, between three 
pellets (or ogresses)". 
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WILLIAM F. MONTAGUE 
1848 - 1934 

William P. Montague, 86, president and one of 
the founders of the Kalamazoo Pioneer Society, died 
at his home in Grand Prairie, west of this city, 
after an illness of seven weeks, June 3, 1935* 

He was a former sheriff of Kalamazoo County, 
v/as assistant postmaster under Andrew Shakespeare, 
and in 1933 was a delegate to the Michigan convention 
v/hich ratified the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. 

Mr. Montague vms president of the Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Company from the time of its inception in 
1902 until January, 1933, when he resigned. He v;as 
a lifelong Democrat and one of the outstanding 
leaders of his party in this section of Michigan. 

Mr. Montague was horn in Hadley, Massachusetts, 
August 6, 1848, the only child of Stephen S. and 
Lucy Kellogg Montague. He came to Kalamazoo when 
a child and attended the public schools here. He 
was the first person to he graduated from Parsons 
Business College nearly 65 years ago. 

By a peculiar pattern of events, Mr. Montagne 
survived his father hy almost exactly half a century. 
S. S. Montague died June 6, 1885, at the same farm 
home, when he was 66 years old. His son was under- 
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sheriff of the county at the time. The elder Mon¬ 
tague settled on his farm in Kalamazoo County in 1858 
Mr. Montague was married to Susan Latta, May 9, 
1878. The hride at that time residing in the home 
which at the present time is the club house at the 
Maple Hills golf course. Mr. and Mrs. Montague 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1928. 
Mrs. Montague died the following year. During their 
entire married life they resided on the farm in 
Grand Prairie. In 1930 the old homestead burned to 
the ground and a nev/ home was built on the same site. 


1935 
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SUSAN MONTAGUE 
1 852 - 1929 

Mrs* Susan Montague, 77, wife of William P* 
Montague, president of the Farmers Mutual Insurance 
Company, died at her home four miles west of Kalama¬ 
zoo, follov/ing a week’s critical illness with influ¬ 
enza. Mrs. Montague had been in failing health 
since a fall suffered in 1927 when she sustained a 
hip fracture. She died August 31, 1929. 

Mrs. Montague v/as Susan Almeda Latta, the 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Albert Latta, 
pioneer residents of the county. She was born in 
Niagara Comity, Ne?/ York, in 1852, and came to 
Kalamazoo County with her parents when two years of 
age. The Lattas settled on a farm now ovmed by the 
Maple Hills Golf Club and she spent her girlhood 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Montague celebrated their golden 
v/edding anniversary May 9, 1928. They have been 
very active in the affairs of their community and 
of this city. She was a member of the First 
Methodist Church and the L. M. L. Club. He is the 
president of the Pioneer Society of Kalamazoo 
County. 

1935 
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JOHN R MOORE 
1876 - 1938 

-o- 

John R. Moore was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
November 25, 1876, the son of James and Nancy Moore. 
He was educated in the public schools of Kalamazoo, 

As a young man, Mr, Moore entered the employ of 
Bryant, Barnett and Babcock, shoe merchants, one of 
whom was Willard M, Bryant, who later engaged in the 
insurance business. 

In the late summer of 1900, Mr, Moore joined 
Gilmore Brothers to establish and manage the shoe 
department of that store. He served as manager of 
the shoe department for several years with such ef¬ 
ficiency that he was promoted to the responsibility 
of general manager. 

During his long business career, Mr. Moore was 
active in other fields as well. He served as a 
director of the Chamber of Commerce and was at one 
time chairman of the Chamber's convention bureau. 

He was also a state director of the Anerican Auto¬ 
mobile Association, and a member of the Rotary club, 

I 

He enjoyed playing golf and was an enthusiastic 
horseman. His principal interest, however, was his 
.home,_ 
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Mr, Moore was married in Kalamazoo, December 6, 
1905, to Miss Mary Brown and they were the parents of 
one daughter, Elizabeth, who married Stuart Irvine of 
Kalamazoo. Mr. Moore had three sisters, the Misses 
Grace and Mary Moore and Mrs, Charles A. Wise, and 
one brother, George I. Moore, all of Kalamazoo, 

Death came to Mr, Moore at 6:15 P. M., Tuesday, 
April 26, 1938, at his home, 113 South Prairie avenue, 
Kalamazoo. Dr, John Wirt Dunning, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo, conducted the 
funeral service and burial was in Mountain Home cem¬ 
etery. 

Dr, Dunning said of Mr, Moore: 

"I have long numbered John Moore as one of my 
cherished friends. I met him on my very first day 
in Kalamazoo more than twenty-two years ago, I am 
happy in the gracious memories of our friendship. 

It is not necessary for me to go into the qualities 
of his head and heart. All this is a sacred treas- 
ufie within us. We thank God for them all as in the 
recollections of memory, they remain with us. . . . 

. . . Now that he has entered into the fulness of 
that other life, I am sure that he has entered into 
the company of God's own children, ... We have a 
sense of loss and we feel that we are poorer, but we 
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know that the land ahead is richer." 

Dr. Dunning recalled Mr. Moore's qualities of 
integrity, his enthusiasm for his tasks and the 
"generous spirit of his heart and soul that made us 
love him," 




























HENRY NICHOLAS MORGAN 
1916 - 1940 

- 0 - 

Henry Nickolas Morgan was born in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, August 31, 1916, son of Henry and Mary 
Musselman Morgan* The grandparents of Henry N, 
came from the Netherlands. He was graduated from 
the Central High School in Kalamazoo in 1934 and 
then took work in Parsons Business College. He 
entered Hope College, Holland, Michigan, in 1935 
and received the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1939, 
after which he became a student in the New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary in New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
under the auspices of the Reformed Church of America, 

During the summer of 1940, Mr. Morgan served as 
pastor for sixteen weeks of the Reformed Church at 
Aurriesville, New York. This is one of the very 
old churches of that communion. During this brief 
service as student pastor he received five members 
into the fellowship of the church. 

September 5, 1940, he was married to Marie 
Karmen of Kalamazoo, Michigan, and together they 
returned to New Brunswick and he resumed his 
theological studies* 
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Henry N, Morgan's oldest brother is Herman 
Henry, born June 17, 1900; he had another brother 
with the same name as his own, Henry Nicholas, born 
June 17, 1913, who died May 5,, 1914; and there was a 
sister, Donna Marie, born August 17, 1926, who died 
July 27, 1935. 

All the family are members of Bethany Reformed 
Church in Kalamazoo and Henry was active as a 
Sunday school teacher and in various other capacities. 
He was a very promising young man and enthusiasticallj 
devoted to the Christian ministry. 

Death came to him in New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
November 28, 1940. There was a short funeral 
service at the Theological Seminary chapel with 
John Vruink, president of the student body, and 
Dr. Milton Hoffman officiating. The body was then 
brought to Kalamazoo and funeral services conducted 
at the Bethany Reformed Church the following Monday 
at 2 P. M. with Dr, Jacob VanderMeulen, of the 
Western Theological Seminary at Holland, Michigan, 
the Reverend J, A. Veldman, and Peter Vandenberg, 
representative from the New Brunswick Seminary, 
officiating. The burial was in Riverside cemetery. 
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EDWARD STEPHEN MOSKALIK 
1917 - 1944 

-o- 

Private Edward Stephen Moskalik, one of five 
sons of Mr, and Mrs, Stephen Moskalik, 818 East 
Walnut street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, in war service, 
was killed in action in France August 8, 1944, He 
participated in the invasion of Normandy and met 
his death at St, Lo after more than two years in 
service. At the time of his death he was an 
ambulance driver. 

Birth and Education 

He was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, October 25, 
1917, son of Stephen and Julianna Ozel Moskalik, 
both of whom were born in Poland and were married 
in that country. They came with their oldest 
child to Detroit, Michigan, about 1914, remained in 
Detroit for a time and then came to Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. Most of the time they have resided on 
the southeast side of Kalamazoo and in 1920 made 
their home at 818 East Walnut street, where they 
live now, in 1946, They also became the parents of 

Pauline, born in Poland January 18, 1912, 

married Walter Chraiel and they became 
the parents of four children and 
reside in Comstock, Michigan; 












"SW 


X X J A ..i SOM Vi :■’ >; 4 i T a fl ' W a S 
r^i^ei ~ I ‘i i 

svll lo ©no ,>:ii3>laoM nsriqsjB 6'idwba aj’evl'i’q 
'■imgi'S 51^ (.5iXi>/so:^ nariq^d? .anM &rta .“sM lo srros 
^ ,.Dr.iT'ioR "iBW nl ^nB^tstolU. .eossmala/I J-;/rleW 

I ©n j8 Ia03 ;:/A sohj-T* ai tiotSoe til baiXiJi 8»w 

Js3t bits vfcnsJEnov! lo nolssv^nj: ©xlJ’ rtl bd^aqxJ'X^nsq 
f!l a'ls^'c; axtds snom nails oJ .i8 is dissb sirf 
ns asw ©d iXis©!- eiri lo ©ffiii ©rli i/ .soXvtss 

.nsvinb ©cnslirdias 

, n oXissifbg. bna diniS 

.eS nedoira ,nB§irioiM tOoaemaXsH nl .mod esw ©K 

IssO sansiliil- bne fJsdqoiS to ao8 ,Txfe:i 
bslmsm ©n&w bne bnsXo'? rtl ftnod ©nsw aofl« to rfiod 
iaebio tlsfti dilw ©■ns© •Y'tinuoo is.ii nl 

-v • 

nl ber!i..si9n ,^121 ii/od? jnsgirfolM ,iloni©S oi foXirio 

tOOS3mwXs?i oi ©ftjso norii bns ©nli s not ilonisQ 

no bobl^an ©vsA Y.*^^ ©tnli ©di to i©.oM .itssidolM 

obs® 03(vX ni bits o os sms Ito sbls ieaariiiJOi^ ©di 

! voriJ ©nariw .iosnis iunXs'd issY 8XS is ©etori nlsrij 

1 ' “ ■ 

ito sinonsq orfi ©rasoed osls .^XeX, ni. .?;on ©vlX 

j ,ai?i j8i bciAsloH ni nnod ,©nlitfsq 

j srasoed y«f{i ons Xelmrir. noils" bexnnsia 
bns n&nfcilrio nwot to einenaq .©rii 
I jns^liloi’^ .dooiamow ni ©bison 
















Peter, born September 7, 1915, in Kalamazoo, 
married Helen Wajdyla and resides in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan and has two children 
- Peter was a Private in World War II; 

Stella, born in Kalamazoo August 8, 1916, 

resides with her father in Kalamazoo; 

Stanley, born in Kalamazoo November 16, 1918, 

married Ruth Downs and resides in Kalame* 
zoo, Michigan, and he was a Sergeant in 
World War II; 

Ann, born in Kalamazoo July 5, 1920, married 
Ed Chmiel and resides in Kalamazoo, 

Michigan; 

Alvin, born in Kalamazoo June 29, 1922, 

married Viola Madgyesi and resides in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and he was a 
Private First Class in World War II; 

Christian, born in Kalamazoo March 11, 1924, 

and resides in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and 
he was a Private in World War II; and 

Cecelia, born in Kalamazoo November 21, 1926, 
and lives with her father in Kalamazoo, 

The mother of this family died December 29,1928, 

Edward attended St. Joseph's Roman Catholic 
Parochial School and then the Roosevelt School for 
Junior High School work after which he entered 
Central High School, 

Later he felt the urge to get to work and left 
school to drive a truck and then was employed by 
the Kalamazoo Stove and Furnace Company until he 
was called into the armed service of the United 
States and was assigned to the Medical Corps, which 
was his choice and also the choice of his brother 
Stanl ey. 
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Edward was called to service in February, 1942, 
Alvin was drafted December 7, 1942, Christian 
enlisted early in 1943, leaving Kalamazoo February 
8, and Peter was called the same year. All five 
brothers served overseas and three of the four 
living brothers received Purple Hearts. Christian 
was critically wounded on the battle field in 
France and his leg was amputated at the hip. 

Recreations 

Edward had an injury to his knee which kept 
him from participating in the usual games of the 
neighborhood. He attended wrestling matches and 
base ball and foot ball games and enjoyed music, 
the radio and the movies. He especially liked to 
listen to world news over the radio and to hear the 
commentators among whom Gabriel Heatter was his 
favorite. 

One of his hobbies was .photography and he 
greatly amused the neighborhood by showing the folk 
their pictures in their old clothes and without 
fancy hair-dos as they were caught by this amateur 
candid photographer. 

Personal Characteristics 

He was five feet eight inches tall, of medium 
weight, and the shortest of the five boys. He had 
dark brown hai?* hazel eyes and a dark skin. 
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Edward was called "Bongo" by his friends and 
had other nicknames from childhood. 

He liked to read books especially relating to 
world and national affairs and would talk politics 
or debate with those who would disagree with him. 

He and his father had many good natured arguments. 
He was shy in manner until he became 
acquainted. 

He was confirmed in St, Joseph's Roman 
Catholic Church, attended faithfully the eight 
o'clock Mass and adhered faithfully to the 
teachings of his Church. 

He was an interesting young man, happy, calm 
and placid in disposition, kindly and thoughtful in 
his relationships and popular in his neighborhood 
and in his Church group. He always wanted to 
travel and got this his heart's desire. 

Edward Stephen Moskalik went out from 
Kalamazoo to pay the supreme price in his country's 
need. His fellow citizens pay him homage and 
salute him as one who died in their stead. 

"Now, the soldier's task is o'er. 

Now, the battle day is past. 

Now, upon the farther shore 
Lands the voyager at last. 

Father, in Thy gracious keeping 
We leave him, Thy soldier, sleeping," 
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DONALD CARLTON NEAL 
1984 - 1944 

-o- 

Private First Class Donald Carlton Neal was 
killed in action on Saipan June 88, 1944, one week 
after he landed on that island. Early that morning, 
about 8:30 or 3 a, M,, Donald was instantly killed 
by a shell burst from Japanese artillery. Within 
twenty minutes twenty-three men were killed and 
eight or ten wounded, Don's body was buried on 
Saipan, but will be interred in Riverside cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, when the government brings the 
body home. 

Birth and Education 

He was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, November 5, 
1984, son of Clarence A. Neal, who was born August 
IS, 1897, in Michigan, and served in World War I in 
the 56th Ammunition Train, His ancestors were 
Scotch-Irish, 

Donald's mother was Svea Hildegarde Carlson Neal, 
born in Trout Creek, Michigan, May 81, 1897, of 
Swedish ancestry. They were married in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, September Sl„ 1917, and made their home 
in Kalamazoo county. Since 1985 until now in 1946, 
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they have resided at 3257 Miller road. They also 
became the parents of: 

Roy, born March 12, 1919, married Dorothy 

Laverack of Comstock, Michigan, and they 
became the parents of 
Jack, born August 17, 1939, and 
Duane, born September 7, 1940; 

Helen, born May 21, 1921, died February 6, 1925; 
and 

Betty Jane, born July 24, 1923, and died the 
same day, 

Donald began his schooling at the Elm Rose 
School, Comstock township, Kalamazoo county, 

Michigan, when he was five years old, and continued 
there until he was graduated from the eighth grade. 

He then entered the Vine Street School in Kalamazoo 
and entered Central High School in his sophomore 
year and was graduated at the age of sixteen years 
in the class of 1941. 

The summer of 1941 he worked at Bergman’s 
Grocery on Cameron street in Kalamazoo and in the 
fall enrolled as a freshman in Western Michigan 
College of Education, taking a pre-law course with 
the expectation of joining the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, 

Cn January 19, 1943, he enlisted in the 
United States Marines and was sent to San Diego, 
California, at once, for training and never had a 
furlough. He was assigned to Platoon 72 R. D, M. 
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C. B., and then at Headquarters Company Service 
Battalion at San Diego. He was then sent to nearby 
Camp Elliott for advanced training, after which he 
went overseas September 20,, 1943, with the 2nd 
Division Marines, He was almost immediately put 
into combat and was in the fighting at Tarawa, where 
he nearly lost his life by drowning and received a 
Presidential Citation and was promoted to Private 
First Class, 

Following Tarawa Donald was sent to the 
Hawaiian Islands and was trained all that winter. 

In June 1944 he was on Saipan where he made the 
supreme sacrifice, Clarence Maisano, a pal of 
Donald’s, was wounded the same day Donald was killed. 
He was instrumental in saving Donald’s life 
previously and he wrote of Donald’s last night on 
Saipan, that Donald was an automatic rifleman and 
was struck by a bursting Japanese shell, 

Mr, and Mrs, Feal received the Purple Heart 
awarded to Donald posthumously carrying the citation 
for military merit and wounds in action resulting in 
death. 

Memorial services were held for Private First 
Class Donald Carlton Neal at 2:30 P, M., Sunday, 
August 20, 1944, the Reverend Herbert Miles, Congre¬ 
gational minister, officiating, in the Methodist 
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Church at Comstock, The members of the Luzon- 
Argonne post, Veterans of Foreign Wars, took part in 
the services with Aloysius Higgins in charge. 

In memory of their son Donald, Mr, and Mrs, Neal 
made a memorial gift of one hundred dollars to the 
fund which is to be used for the erection of a 
chapel on the campus of Western Michigan College of 
Education, 

Personal Characteristics 
He was five feet ten and three-quarters inches 
tall, of medium weight, and had dark brown hair and 
blue eyes and a dark complexion. He had a wonderful 
smile which showed perfect teeth in a fine open 
countenance, 

Donald played football and baseball, and 
organized neighborhood baseball teams to compete 
with other teams. He played on a training team at 
Western Michigan College of Education, in football. 

He liked to swim and hunt and all the sports 
appealed to him. 

He played the guitar and was a member of the 
Omega Delta Phi fraternity at Western Michigan 
College of Education and enjoyed greatly the fine 
fellowship it afforded, Donald was an expert in 
comradeship. The boys respected and loved him for 
his steadfast loyalty. 
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Donald had a very happy disposition and was 
affectionate with his father and mother and brother. 
He made much of his brother's wife and small sons. 

He liked dogs and always had two or more of them as 
his play fellows. 

He was humorous, being of Irish heredity, he 
enjoyed jokes. No boy left the neighborhood with 
more friends and when the news of his death came 
there were many who felt that Donald was their 
personal hero who had gone to battle in their stead. 
His gentlemanly qualities revealed his parental 
training. He was generous but not wasteful, 
prodigal in love and kindness. He was interested 
in things eternal and his choice for Church 
attendance was the First Methodist Church of 
Kalamazoo. 

One of his buddies, Tony Malone, wrote; 

"'fhen we were relieved from the front lines 
the first thing he did was to go to the 
cemetery and say a prayer for our buddies. 

"Your son was a great guy and a good man up on 
the lines. . , He didn't die in vain - he 
still lives with us," 

Donald Carlton Neal played well his part in the 

game of life, making all with whom he came in 

contact better for having known him. He lives as 

an abiding presence in their lives today. 

The lines of the poem on the following page 
are appropriate: __ 


5 



p--7 ^ — 

I aoiileoqslb y.qqAfi X'i^v a b&ti bi&nod 

■ .'".srf^oTd L':\A *j&rijora ftns 'T*»ri^«'i aid fljlw 
^ ,-.aca ii^^K<5 bf5 s’^iw e‘^ori^o^-'^ e id 1© clousi ^b&m 

I 

•=■■ i:;©d.'! lo »'-.o.v no o'a-J bed ayawlfi bne e^ofe bsifli f?; ! 

. »o£a©'i -'r. 

eri ,dalTl \o snied .ayoTo^u^'d sew ?n 
' riJlTy' boodToddsian edX Jlai '.^od o .arido^ bQ\^o{j\i- 
ssi®o djijiyb eiri lo swsi“ f'dd fens ab'^sii'' sno.is 

i ^t9Ci^ taw blafToC! ^fcdvt vtXa'l oriw xn&--: eisw enedi 

.b3?»3^ liedJ dti sXJiad cS e 703 bid idw c'i&n i^iflCE^eq 

I • 

isSr,9’ti, Sid belss’/eT esivtlls»7p eiR j 

I j ‘Ts^SdiS rorr .^ifd Bi^'OTanss .7.‘W sH .^ninia'icS I 

. i 

PS ■ .;03©^ni aa» ©K .8-»©nf>ni,>j ora sv'oi c;i iasidoi'fq | 

;d; u^dr irA eoioflo aid f>n& ian Mirfit ni I 

f 

lo do'wjcC jaibodXsii dadii ©ri^ ssw | 


jftdoiaSf ydoT .asidbac? s irl jo -d'.';- 

i'--*t'i ©di mf> 3 l £>ev«ii©'i ©« aj.dW' 

srid oJ 03 oJ asv- Lii- ed 3f7fdt .Je'ii'i 
.;% s ; £ 7i;-i lan 3 o 3 © v s'". q i - • «• •-' v'iS i©0’© o 

A d-im Fioog tt b,7ft yx/g J-sais; « exsw rroa '.ooY** 

do - -liav r.i ©ib d'nbib eP. . . . jenii arii 

' ,sa ridfw aevi'I liii? 

edi j-xaq sld bayslq IssT^ soildsC bliuioCl 

r.i ssEO ad moriw riJiw iia ,&-iX to. emsg 

as o«viX sH .■sir! nwoiTjf snlved "io^ 'saJX^d Xoainoe 

.'vM'ijJ Sfvli 'iisrid i\l aortaes'iq gAibids ns 

‘^8«<3i gdxw.,-^iol ©dd do f&aoq ad^ '"^o a anil ©riT 

': sisinnonqqja en.^ 



















TAPS 


"You'll never know the tragedy of growing old - 
Of suffering or loneliness and pain, 

Because your life so brief - was colorful and gay, 
A life that knew no loss, but only gain, 

And now we hear you will never return again 
To them who knew and loved you through the years. 

A gallant marine - just a youth - and we are proud 
Of you - although our eyes are dim with tears. 

You left behind a chain of golden memories 
To comfort those who cherished you from birth - 
And life will never be completely desolate 
While they possess these gifts of priceless worth. 
You made the greatest sacrifice a man can make, 

You died - to make it safe for us to live. 

And we salute you with a silent prayer today - 
The best and only gift your parents give." 
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STEPHEN JOSEPH NELSON 
1923 - 1944 

-o- 

Second Lieutenant Stephen Joseph Nelson was 
killed in action while he was a pilot in a single 
seater P-51 Mustang fighter plane engaged with a 
bomber escort squadron on August 2, 1944, His body 
was buried just outside Cambridge, England, in an 
American Military Cemetery, Plot E„ Row 6, Grave 10, 
Stephen enlisted January 27, 1942, and became 
Array Serial Number 0-756113, He was inducted at 
Fort Custer, Michigan, received his basic training 
at Jefferson Barracks and was sent to Scott Field 
for radio training. He was graduated as a radio 
mechanic July 28, 1942, and was sent to Harlingen, 
Texas, for aerial gunnery training. He was 
graduated as an honor student with the wings of an 
aerial gunner August 27, 1942, and was then sent to 
Columbus, South Carolina, for group training. He 
was appointed aviation cadet while there and 
received flight training at Santa Ana, California, 
Blythe, California, Pecos, Texas, and Chandler, 
Arizona, where he received his wings as a twin 
motored fighter pilot October 1, 1943. He went 
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overseas May 1, 1944, 

Memorial Services 

Memorial services for Lt, Stephen Nelson were 
held in the Bethel Baptist Church in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, at 3 P, M., October 1, 1944. The Reverend 
Richard Barram, a former pastor, officiated and was 
assisted by Chaplain Wilson R. Larapher of Kellogg 
Field, Four air force officers from Kellogg Field 
formed the honor guard and a Kellogg Field bugler 
sounded "Taps" at the conclusion of the service. 

Music was furnished by Mrs. Charlotte Richardson, 
vocal soloist, with Burton Barber at the organ, 

Stephen*s Birth and Family 

Stephen Joseph Nelson was born in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, October 29, 1923, son of James Edward 
Nelson, whose ancestors were of Scotch, Irish and 
English descent. He was born in Traverse City, 
Michigan. Stephen's mother was Vera Esther Dundon 
Nelson, whose ancestors were mostly Irish. 

Mr, and Mrs, James E, Nelson were also the 
parents of; 

Kendrick Dundon, who was born August 29, 1915, 
married Grace Goudy, was Private First 
Class, a radio instructor in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, and resides now, 
1946, in Kalamazoo, Michigan; 

Leo James, born September 7, 1917, married 
Carmen Sleep and they became the 
parents of Jerry 


2 











:'t‘t’i ,1 %&U a«fee'is*’o 


g tfOjvpt&S XBi."tc.jaj&:i 


^-.■r'V .o:-r«K .‘j T.-.t'V'l€^« £a 1 'i 'y :•. 




4-f'£.'ii. - 




• ■ :■:•:•■ : ,i 'st-^o + DC .J£. ."1 i; ,ris;aXitolM 

;;;. •. L ta io/l'lO ,nc-tei.H T^ar'iOl :: i;~S^doi.3 

>i,g£>a i.•• ■’ ';o .H noeiiif'* 'slqijkixr-. J3«i?'si.v«.^ 

f/ien atjjOAiaX A .cOi-i'lo liisi .•'•X^xl 

iftl'-La feis;-’^ ^.solieM a tani b‘^&tr$ nor.o^'^ 

.£= IV'-vjjj*. s,rf^ lo olsi'lonoo 9i 
,.'IOprA 7r.df>iS s-.>j’0£'? ’t*-" 


onoo 

9A3 #a •’ 

BtU 


’' 3in^ i,x^' 

ao3'^L'^'' 

fi * ■ ;■ t 

'3jJ§_ 


* 


. o 


,oo ni niiOv ¥07 ncyi(J'4 riq-s^oT- nedqg-.tc 

K'saisstt. lo o:br,' ,’*-..‘'t'i n: -;- ;\' } j;‘,.Oa Ido • !•! 

I'::.; rf»ii*xT jist-J-oda lo ane?? «-*j'-.j0tf o'■. ;■»■• ;,-r ,aor.i»;:i 

jVoj.C 8B"j6va'fl' nncK* *?H .ins. 

9 

ic-ii-isS S't«Y»AS8' «A'lOifiki-'S'Jfi 


0* ^ i.' 


.t\isj.’'l Y.i.10 o?n ’ano^gaoAn:. es."Onv' 




&d .t GS'.i.w ai '(©'-v ._r. , niM i>!Ui 


iv’ aJi'?-; ioq 


,2£'£I <f’S ri'tof' e.jW od« ,r:ci>.n£>0 

?s-'.«fc’/?' I'-S i'ms.:': 


xt:oi 3 til ou‘t 39 .ni olhsf't & .sssld 
^v>cr 5*bl9»'i trrn .alox'iiCI d3ijoc j':ila'i| 

^aoaasiBi^o’ ni 


f'jxr'iym 4 VISJI. .'T ^9d^,9.tq88 aT«d c^u 

‘til X;8rfl baa qeelB no-A . i.. 



















Leo became a Lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force; 

Lyle Edward, born September 19, 1919, became a 
Corporal in a Marine Corps; 

Phyllis L., born December 18, 1921, married 
Arthur Matteson and they became the 
parents of Janet Marie , 

and Diane Elizabeth, , 

and reside in Kalamazoo, Michigan; 

Joel and Paul., twins, born February 24, 1925, 
both in the United States Navy; 

Esther Marion, born December 3, 1927, resides 
with her parents and is employed in the 
First National Bank; and 

Carol Lynn, born • 

Stephen Nelson attended Lincoln and Central 
High Schools in Kalamazoo and was graduated from 
Central High in June 1941, 

He found employment for three months in a 
canning factory in Illinois and then worked in the 
Woolworth store in Kalamazoo until he enlisted. 
Personal Characteristics 

Stephen was five feet ten inches tall and 
weighed about one hundred sixty pounds. He had 
mediiom brown hair and brown eyes. 

He enjoyed all sports, was an enthusiast for 
golf, liked to swim, was a member of the track team 
at Central High School and accompanied his father on 
trips to troll for trout. He was musical and 
belonged to the glee club» a mixed quartet and the 
a capella choir at Central High School, 
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Stephen Nelson was, as a lad, a member of the 
Boy Scouts. He was a member of the Bethel Baptist 
Church in Kalamazoo and was active in the work of 
the Church and Sunday school. 

While in the armed services he was highly 
esteemed by his instructors and his fellow soldiers. 
He attended worship services in the chapels 
and in churches. 

His parents say he was the life of the family, 
very witty and in for family fun. He was well 
liked by all who knew him. He was just another 
of Kalamazoo’s best young men who gave his life 
that this might be a better world. It is for 
those who remain to see to it that they did not 
die in vain. 
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FRANCIS BENJAMIN NORMAN 
1922 - 1943 

-o- 

Seaman Francis Benjamin Norman was declared 
officially dead by the United States Navy Department 
as of October 20, 1943, when the submarine on which 
he was a member of the crew was reported missing in 
the Atlantic Ocean, while on a patrol assignment, 
Francis entered the service August 31, 1942, 
and received his ."boot" training at the Great Lakes 
Training Station. He last visited his parents 
December 7, 1942, after which he attended a 
submarine school at Norfolk, Virginia, and at New 
London, Connecticut, before putting to sea October 
6, 1943, just two weeks before the submarine Dorado 
to which he was assigned was reported missing with 
its entire crew, 

Francis's Birth and Education 
Francis Benjamin Norman was born in Richland 
township, Michigan, March 22, 1922, son of George L, 
Norman and Lina Pearl Smith Norman, of Dutch and 
English descent, 

Norma Aileen, Francis's oldest sister, was born 
March 11, 1921, and died the same day, 

__ Loren Douglas, Francis's only brother, was born 
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February 27, 1925, attended Central High 
School in Kalamazoo, Michigan, served one 
year on the steam ship Madison and is now, 
1946, a coxswain on the steam ship 
Baltimore, 

Laura E, Norman, another of Francis's sisters, 
was born October 24, 1926, and married 
James Oswalt, 

Shirley Elaine Norman, Francis's youngest sister^ 
was born August 31, 1928, and attended 
Central High School and resides with her 
parents at 825 Regent street, 

'/Then Francis was four years old the family 

moved to Parchment, Michigan, and he entered the 

public school at Parchment and later attended the 

Gull Road School. He was graduated from the eighth 

grade at the Burke Acres School, after which he 

went to Lincoln Junior High School and was graduated 

from Central High School in June 1940, 

After graduation he was employed for about six 

months by the Kalamazoo Vegetable Parchment Company 

and then went to The Bryant Paper Company until he 

entered the armed services of the United States, 

For six weeks Francis was at Key West, Florida, 

and on October 6, 1943, just before putting out to 

sea, he telephoned his mother and that was the last 

she heard from him. 

Personal Characteristics 
Seaman First Class Francis Benjamin Norman was 
five feet eleven inches tall and weighed about two 
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hundred ten pounds. He had dark hair and gray 
eyes. He played on the base ball team of the 
Parchment Commmity Methodist Church, also a base 
ball team while at Norfolk, Virginia. He also 
played foot ball and basket ball. 

Francis, as a lad, belonged to the Boy Scouts 
and later was assistant Scout leader. He was 
interested in collecting stamps and enjoyed fishing 
and swimming. He studied botany and was fond of 
flowers and birds. 

He started to attend the Church school at the 
Parchment Community Methodist Church at the age of 
five years and made the record of attending for 
three years without missing. 

Memorial services were held in the Parchment 
Community Methodist Church at 2 P, M,, Sunday, 

m 

September 23, 1945. The pastor, the Reverend 
Victor W. Thrall officiated and The American Legion 
and Troop 40 of The Boy Scouts of America attended. 
The text printed upon the folder used at the services 
reads: "Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends," John 15:13. 

Francis was another of Kalamazoo's fine young 
men who gave his life to make a better world and it 
is for those who follow to see to it that their 
sacrifice was not in vain. 
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MR. & MRS. 

GEORGE H NEWKIRK 

1864 - 1941 

18 6 9 

-o- 

Qeorge H. Newkirk was born at Hillsdale, Mich¬ 
igan, February 14, 1864, son of Myron and Priscilla 
Newkirk. He was one of six children: Fred and Olara 
are deceased; Arthur resides in Otsego, Michigan; 
Newton resides in Nebraska; and Jesse lives in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan^ Newton died December 13, 1941, 

While George was yet a tiny baby the family 
moved to Decatur, Michigan, where he attended school. 

On February 22, 1886, he was married to 
Naouri Bradford, daughter of Werlin and Melissa Scott 
Bradford of Scotch and English descent, Naouri was 
born in Porter, near Lawton, Van Buren cotinty, Mich¬ 
igan, April 14, 1869. They began housekeeping in 
Porter township, where they resided until 1906, when 
they moved to Ross township, Kalamazoo county, where 
they purchased a farm of eighty-two acres on the east 
shore of Gull Lake, 

Mr, and Mrs, Newkirk became the parents of: 

Lester M,, born March 25, 1887, married Grace 
Frie and became the father of 
Eloise, born July 30, 1915, 

Lester George, born September 29, 1923, 
and resides in Midland Park, Ross town¬ 
ship; 
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Berenice, born in Porter township, Van Buren 
county, Michigan, October 7, 1889, 
married Ralph Hinga, became the mother 
of Robert Ralph and Maxine Elizabeth 
and resides in Westfield, Massachusette 

Harold E,, born in Porter township Oct.2, 1891, 
married Vera Barbour, became the 
father of Duane Edward, deceased; 
Margaret, Marian and Marylyne, and 
resides in Augusta, Michigan; 

Roland Max, born in Porter township May 6, 1905, 
married Muriel Lindsey, became the 
father of Linda Charlotte, is a 
musician, and resides on the home 
farm, 

George H, Newkirk was a Republican in politics 
and served as highway commissioner for Ross township 
and as a member of the school board. At one time 
he belonged to the Modern Woodmen of America and was 
a member of the Maccabees. In personal appearance 
he was about five feet, eight inches tall and 
weighed about one hundred thirty-six pounds with 
brown hair turning gray and brown eyes, 

Mr. and Mrs, Newkirk attended and were members 
of the Porter Methodist Church and when they moved 
to Ross township they had their membership trans¬ 
ferred to the Methodist Church in Hickory Corners 
where they were both active, Mrs. Newkirk likes 
to do hand work and he enjoyed seeing a good game 
of base ball. 

Death came to Mr, Newkirk with a heart attack 
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Saturday afternoon August 2, 194X, at his home, 
funeral was held the following Tuesday and burial 
was in the Hickory Corners cemetery* 
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MR. So MRS. 

CHARLES W NEWMAN 
1857 - 1941 

-o- 

Gharles W. Newman was born in the state of New 
York August 31, 1857, son of Decatur Newman, who was 
born in the Netherlands, and Caroline Newman, who was 
also born in the state of New York of Dutch forbears. 
They were also the parents of Pierson, Solomon,, Al¬ 
bert, Willis, Frank and three children who died in 
infancy. 

When Charles was six years of age the family 
moved to Michigan and settled in Prairie Ronde 
township, about six and one-half miles southwest of 
Schoolcraft. After some time Decatur Newman bought 
a larger farm near the community known as Pleasant 
Valley, where he lived for many years and died at the 
age of eighty-five years. His wife Caroline lived 
to be ninety-one years of age and died at Marcellus, 
Michigan. 

The children of Mr, and Mrs. Decatur Newman 
attended the Pleasant Valley School and helped their 
parents in the hard pioneering life of that day, 
Charles learned early to be self supporting. 
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November 31, 1880, Charles W, Newman was married to 
Jennie Giddings, who was born 

daughter of John and Isabel Butcher 
Giddings of English stock. Miss Giddings had been 
named Mary Jane, but the children at school nicknamed 
her "Mamie", much to her distress, which the teacher, 
Christopher Howard, saw, and said, "I*11 name you, 
Jennie," This pleased the little girl and thereafter 
she was known as Jennie Giddings. 

After their marriage in Union City, Michigan, 
by the Reverend H, H. VanAuken, a Congregational 
minister, Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Newman lived for 
about three months with Mr, Newman's brother, with 
whom he had been working, and then they established 
themselves in a home by themselves in the village of 
Union City, Later they purchased a home. He did 
carpenter work and was a hay contractor, 

Mr, and Mrs, Newman became the parents of: 

Claude^- born August 14,1881, married Louise 

Weatherbee and they became the parents of 
Leone, born September 22, 1903, married 
Frank Finley and they became the 
parents of Claude, Russell, Marie 
and reside in Coldwater, Michigan, 
Inez Eloise, born May 8, 1906, married 

Charles Cuyler and they became the 
parentscffiDlsabel Grace, who mar¬ 
ried Paul Sims and they became the 
parents of Sandra Kay; and 
(2) Richard Maynard; 

Isabel, born March 11, 1883, married R, W. Doyle 
and they became the parents of 
Richard Newman, born December 21, 1915; 

Died June 30, 1913 
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Roy, born July 23, 1886, died as a result of a 
hunting accident Nocember 14, 1907; 

Ernesit, who married Beulah Cowgill and they 
became the parents of 
Isabel Grace, born May 28, 1915, 

Richard Maynard, born Augxist 14, 1918, and 
Ronald, born ; and 

Another child who died in infancy# 

Mr, and Mrs, Newman lived for twenty-one years 
in Union City, where he was very successful in buying 
houses which he would improve and then sell at a, 
profit. 

By this time Mr, Giddings, the father of Mrs, 
Newman, wanted his daughter to come back and be near 
her parents, so Mr, and Mrs, Newman purchased the 
Giddings farm in Prairie Ronde and did general farming 
for about fifteen years, Mr, Newman was a good 
stock man, gave his animals good care and took great 
pride in his horses. Their son Ernest took over the 
farm and added more land to it and the parents moved 
into Marcellus, where they resided for nine years and 
then moved to Schoolcraft, Michigan, and purchased a 
home, Mrs, Newman's mother died November 18, 1914, 
aged seventy-nine years. Her father, John Giddings, 
lived to be ninety-four years old and died in 1930, 

Charles W, Newman passed away in Schoolcraft, 
Michigan, October 19, 1941, Funeral services were 
conducted October 21 by the Reverend Orie Robinson, 
pastor of the Assembly of God, and burial was in the 
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Pleasant Valley cemetery. 

In personal appearance, Mr, Newman was a fine 
looking man, six feet tall and weighing about one 
hundred eighty pounds, with dark hair turning white 
and hazel eyes. He was socially inclined, but was 
a good listener. His greatest hobby was fishing. 

He was highly regarded in his community for his 
business ability and his personal integrity. His 
word was as good as his bond. 

At the time of this writing in 1943, Mrs, Newman, 
a gentle lady, kindly and courteous in manner, resides 
in the home in Schoolcraft, Michigan, 

Mr. and Mrs, Newman enjoyed the companionship 
of their married life for more than sixty-one years 
and made their home well known for its hospitality. 
They were good neighbors, devoted parents and proud 
of their grandchildren. They were highly respected 
citizens. 

This was written in 1943, 
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